ACADEMIC YEAR TEACHING LOG: 2008-2609

Note: (W) indicates a course that is "writing intensive." At UNK, these courses require students to
engage in a significant amount of writing and revision.

Spring Semester, 2009:

PSY 372 Cross-caitural Psychology (WI) {Jr/Sr level course)
This course provides an overview of human behavior from a cross-cultural perspective. Ideas are
organized so that students become more adept at reading the otten subtle operation of cultural factors in
everyday life situations. We discuss how the study of culture affects psychology as a discipline, and
provide an interdisciplinary perspective that includes theory and research from other behavioral sciences,
This conceptual integration assisis students in learning social science theory, and in acquiring a useful
framework for guiding cross-cultural exploration and managing intercultural encounters. Students in the
class acquire experience in understanding their own culture and in how culture operates in others.
Unique pedagogical strategies include:

* Fostering Native Voice. For this class, I have created a set of readings that provide an analysis of
various cultures from the perspective of a member of that culture. I described this technigue in:
Miller, R. L. & Wazniak, W, (1995, November) Incorporating cultural diversity in your
classroom. Presented at the Southwest Conference for Teachers of Psychology, Fort Worth, TX.

e MySpace. Students create a character from a culture other than their own, They set up a My Space
account for that character and blog about their character regarding several issues including: child
rearing/parenting, gender differences, personality development and various aspects of social
behavior. In these blogs they must integrate information about life in their culture obtained from
internet sources with information from the behavioral science titerature obtained from journals
about the issue. Students generaily enhance their pages with material outside of the required blogs
including pop songs from their culture, cultural activities and interests, papular art, ete,

PSY 416 Industrial Psychology (W) (Jr/Sr level course)
This class is designed to help students apply both theoretical and empirical perspectives to analyzing
organizational behavior; to understand how basic and applied research contributes to the understanding of
human behavior in its organizational context and to be able to evaluate and utilize research methods and
findings 1o investigate topics of interest; to apply an international perspective to the understanding of
organizational behavior and its impact on society at large; and to read, comprehend and critically evaluate
information on organizational behavior provided in the ordinary media as well as in professional journals.
Unique pedagogical strategies include:

+  Debates on Controversial Issues. In order to encourage students to view the science of
psychology as a process rather than a body of knowledge only, students are divided into groups to
present both sides of a controversial issue in the field, e.g., Is Advertising Fundamentally
Deceptive?. They are guided in obtaining information to support their position and to present
their findings in a novel form, e.g., debates, mock trial, or advocacy hearing. For more
information on this technique, see Benz, J. J. & Milier, R, L. (1996) Panel discussions as a means
of enhancing student directed learning, Journal of Instructional Psychology, 23, 131-136 and
Milter, R. L., & Butler, J. M. (2008). Using an adversary hearing. The Qualitative Report, 13(1),
12-25.

*  Group work is an integral part of this class as well as my other classes. 1 do this, in part, to
promote student involvement and reduce anonymity, The groups work together on research tasks
and classroom discussions of selected issues. This technique is described in: Miiler, R, L. (1996,
November) An exercise to encourage class participation. Presented at the Southwest Regional
Conference for Teachers of Psychology, Fort Worth, TX, and critiqued in Forrest, K. D., &
Miller, R. L. {2003). Not another group proiect: Why good teachers should care about bad group
experiences. Teaching of Psychology, 30(3), 244-246,



PSY 475 Practicum in Psychology (Jr/Sr level course)

This course provides students the opportunity to work with professionals in a variety of settings. Students

meet regularly to discuss progress with the instructor. Requirements include 150 hours of volunteer

work, a daily critical-incident log, and a term paper summarizing research on a related topic.

Unigue pedagogical strategy:
The Critical Incident technique helps students monitor and evaluate their practicum experience in
relation to the specific goals and learning objectives they set. In the journal, students choose
incidents from their field experience according to the changes they produced in the student. They
also record and analyze selected incidents to measure their individual progress toward reaching
their identified iearning objectives and progress during the practicum. Rather than simply
describing and interpreting events and the people involived, this reflection and conceptualization
technique enables students to engage in self-monitoring and personal exploration.

Fall Semester, 2008:

PSY 318 Experimental Social Psychology (WI) (Jr/Sr level course)

An exploration of the theories, methods and research regarding the relationship of the individual to others

and to society. Topics include person perception, interpersonal attraction, attitudes and attitude change,

conformity, and leadership.

Unique pedagogical strategies include:

¢ To develop students’ writing skills they complete a series of writing assignments leading to a
literature review. The first assignment is to outline and critique a journal article, the second is to
create a poster summarizing a journal article. The third requires that they provide a reference
section in APA style for their upcoming paper and the fourth is to analyze a mavie for psychological
content making reference to the theories and findings in the field. Using an internal evaluation
system deveioped by the department that traces the students’ writing skills as they progress through
a series of classes, this process is effective. I described this technique in: Miller, R, L. (1997).
Writing is revision: Will [ ever realiy be done with this paper. Journal of Psychological Inguiry, 2,
35-40.,, which was revised and reprinted as "Writing, revising, and writing again. Preparing a
manuscript for publication” in the Psi Chi Journal of Undergraduate Research, 2, 41-46. Also, the
students are guided in the library research process by the techniques outlined in: Wozniak, W, &
Miller, R. L. (1996). Obtaining references for the dreaded literature review. Platte Valley Review,
24(23, 98-101.
* Inorder to promote critical thinking, I assign essays that encourage students to research and

support a position that challenges their pre-existing beliefs. I have described this technique in:
Miller, R. L., Wozniak, W., Miller, B., Rust, M. & Slezak, J. (1996) Counterattitudinal advocacy
as a means of enhancing instructional effectiveness: how to teach them what they don’t want to
know, Teaching of Psychology, 23, 215-220, and in Miller, R. L. & Wozniak, W. (2001).
Counter-attitudinal advocacy: Effort vs, self-generation of arguments. Current Research in Social
Psychology, 6(4), 46-57.

PSY 318L Experimental Social Psychology Labs (2 sections) {Jr/Sr level course)

A review of social psychological research methods including experimental and quasi-experimental

designs, unobtrusive measures, field studies, behavioral and verbal measurement, the avoidance of bias,

and ethical issues in research. Students conduct an empirical research project on a topic of their choosing

within the area defined by social psychology.

A unique pedagogical strategy:
In these classes, an empirical research project is required. To accomplish this task, students form
teams based on a common interest in an uranswered researchable guestion. A fishbowl] is used o
support the teams in the development of hypotheses, decisions on design and method,
development of materials, and interpretation of the data. Each week, the teams meet and
discusses these issues taking turns being in the center of the fishbowl, surrounded by other
members of he class who offer suggestions and pose questions, as do I. Evaluation of this



technique has indicated its effectiveness in advancing student knowledge in research
methodology, promoting class participation, and increasing student confidence in applying
critical thinking techniques, I have described this pedagogical approach in: Miller, R. L., &
Benz, J. }. (2008). Techniques for Encouraging Peer Collaboration: Online Threaded Discussion
or Fishbowl Interaction. Journal of Instructional Psychology, 35, 87-93, and in Wadkins, T., &
Miller, R, L. (2008). The role of mentor in undergraduate research. In Miller, R. L., Rycek, R. F.,
Balcetis, E., Barney, S., Beins, B., Burns, S, Smith, R., & Ware, M. E. (Eds.). Developing,
promoting and sustaining the undergraduate research experience in psychology. (pp. 209-214).
Syracuse, NY: Society for the Teaching of Psychology

PRY 300 Orientation to Psychology {Soph level course)
This course is designed as an introduction to the discipline and fo the program offered at UNK, It is
designed to accomplish several things. First, it provides academic and career advice for psychology
majors. Topics include job opportunities for psychologists as well as procedures for applying to and
doing well in graduate school. Second it helps develop the student’s knowledge of how the science of
psychology relates to other academic disciplines as well as how different specialties within the field of
psychology relate to one another, The course also enhances the student’s awareness of professional ethics
and responsibilities of psychologists in academia, industry, clinical practice and other settings which
employ psychologists. [ serve as the course coordinator and all members of the psychology faculty assist
in teaching segments of the course.

Unique pedagogical strategies include

*  Over the years, student’s have provided feedback on the topics they found most useful in the
course. As a resuit, the range of topics covered has evolved. Each of our faculty members
presents a topic that is their specialty and useful to the students. For more on our team teaching
technique, see Wadkins, T., Miller, R. L., & Wozaniak, W, (2006). Team teaching: Student
satisfaction and performance. Teaching of Psychology, 33, 118-120.

* Inorder to provide students with the tools they need to get into graduate school or to find a job,
we created a handbook that is used in this course. The handbook helps them make the most of
their academic opportunities, be exposed to various controversies in the field in order to stimulate
interest in lesser known sub-fieids, and gives them the skills to continue their education after
graduation. For more information, see: Miller, R. L., Rycek, R. & Wozniak, W. (1994,
November) Putting students on the right track: Developing a departmental handbook as an
advising tool. Paper presented at the Southwest Regional Conference for Teachers of Psychology.

Summer Semester, 2008:

PSY 230 Human Bevelopment {Fr/So level course)

This is an online class for which the learning objectives include demonstrating a general understanding of

physical, social, and cognitive development throughout the lifespan; gaining a basic knowledge of the

concepts, issues, methods and theories of developmental psychology; developing skills applying research

findings to issues in human development; achieving an appreciation for the muitiple sources of influence

on development and factors associated with developmental outcome, appreciating similarities and

differences between tndividuals of different ethnicities, genders, and sexual orientations, and integrating

knowledge of developmental psychology with observations of behavior.

A unique pedagogical strategy:
In order to reinforce course concepts and theories, applied homework assignments and online
discussions are integrated into each module as a part of the course mix. For each module, students
complete a short homework assignment and participate in a threaded discussion that challenges
them to think critically about the issues and to teach one another by reflecting on how the issue
relates to their lives. For information about the success of this technique, see Butler, J., Schrader,
V., & Miller, R. L. (2003). Predictors of success in on-line learning. Proceedings of the E-Learn
2003--World Conference on E-Learning in Corporate, Government, Healthcare, and Higher
Fducation, Phoenix, AZ.



Undergraduate Student Research Presentations for 2008-2009

Research projects undertaken independently while enrolled in PSY 499 Research in Psychology, which |
teach every semester, or in the context of one of the classes described above.

Obermier, J., & Applegarth, T. (2008, October). The effects of temperature on visual perception. Paper
presented at the meeting of the Nebraska Psychological Society and the Association for Psychological
and Educational Research in Kansas, Bellevue, NE. To be published in the next issue of the
Undergraduate Research Journal, 13.

Mcinturf, O., & Frerichs, B. (2008, October). Factors gjfecting preferences for house styles. Paper
presented at the meeting of the Nebraska Psychological Society and the Asseciation for Psychological
and Educational Research in Kansas, Bellevue, NE.

Butterfield, D. (2008, May). The Effects of mortality salience as modified by group membership. Poster
presented at the Nebraska Psychological Association meeting, Lincoin, NE.

Hoefer, K., & Look, A. (2009, March), Effects of sacrifice on marital satisfaction. Paper presented at the
Great Plains Students' Psychology Conference. Awarded Ist Place in the area of Interpersonal
Relationships.

Broadwell, R. M. (2009, March). Locus of control in individuals with eating disorders. Paper presented at
the Great Plains Students' Psychology Conference. Awarded ist Place in the area of Clinical
Psvchology.

Ankrom, M. J. (2009, March). The effects of stereotype threat on wayfinding behavior in women and men.
Paper presented at the Great Plains Students' Psychology Cenference,

Harris, A. L. (2009, March). Effects of stereotypes on physical aftractiveness. Paper presented at the Great
Plains Students' Psychology Conference. Awarded ist Place in the area of Gender Research.

Marshall, M. N., & Mohrman, M. A. (2009, March). Authenticity and job satisfaction in the workplace.
Paper presented at the Great Plains Students' Psychology Conference. Awarded 2nd Place in the area
of Mixed Empirical Research.

Hein, C. (2609, March). Levels of comfort when viewing public displavs of affection. Paper presented at
the Great Plains Students' Psychology Conference. Awarded Ist Place in the area of Social
Psvchology.

Obermier, I. & Applegarth, T. (2009, March). The effects of temperature change on memory. Paper
presented at the Great Plains Students' Psychology Conference.

Usasz-Keber, R. (2009, March). Characteristics of romance novel readers, Paper presented at the Great
Plains Students’ Psychology Conference,

Hoefer, K., & Look, A. (2009, March). Effects of sacrifice on marital satisfaction. Poster presented at the
Great Plains Students’ Psychology Conference. Awarded 1st Place in the area of Interpersonal
Relationships.

Frerichs, B., & Melnturt, O, (2009, March). The effects of positive, negative and neuiral messages on
environmenial conservation. Poster presented at the Great Plains Students' Psychology Conference.
Awarded 1st Place in the area of Envirommental Research.

Hein, C. (2009, April), Reactions to public displays of affection. To be presented at the National
Conference on Undergraduate Research, La Crosse, Wi

Applegarth, T. & Obermier, | (2009, April). Environmenial effects on memory. Similarity or contrast. To
be presented at the Rocky Mountain Psychological Association convention, Albuquerque, NM.



